ALLENBY IX EGYPT
gent Egyptians, including many of the old Turkish
ruling class. Their principal representative was Adly
Pasha; he was the 'grand seigneur' type, of good family,
impressive appearance, and stately manners. He was
patriotic, strictly honest, and enjoyed great prestige. But
he was lacking in political courage, and would not face
a difficult or unpleasant situation if he could avoid it.
Allenby, after one or two experiences of his indecision,
termed him "the broken reed", and put little trust in him.
Adly's colleague, Sarwat Pasha, the first Prime Minister
after the Declaration, had more courage than Adly and
very considerable abilities and experience; if he could
have commanded the prestige or following that Adly had
he would have been the leader Egypt required at this
juncture. Even as it was he did much towards laying the
foundations of Egypt's future, in spite of the King's
dislike of and intrigues against him.
Zaghlul, with his subservient party, the Wafd, un-
doubtedly represented the popular voice of Egypt; but
he and his followers were a destructive not a constructive
element. ZaghluPs character has already been sketched;
himself a man of intelligence and moderation, he had
been forced by circumstances to become leader of the
ignorant, unruly mob, which he was not strong enough,
or wise enough, to control.
In the background hovered the shadowy, enigmatical
figure of the ex-Khedive, Abbas Hilmi, nephew of King
Fuad, who had been dethroned in 1914 at the beginning
of the Great War and lived in exile in Europe. He had
little influence on the politics of Egypt, but his intrigues,
real or imaginary, had a considerable effect on the mind
of King Fuad. The King, aware of his unpopularity
with his people and of his unsatisfactory relations with
the British Government, became obsessed with the idea
that either popular outcry or the exasperation of Great
Britain might demand his removal and the restoration